
 

 

TELSTAR 

ACARA – General Capabilities and Learning Continuums 
(Please click on the hyperlinks below to see the full original ACARA Learning Continuum) Reflection on implementation in the 

Unit 
Reflection on implementation in the 

Unit 
Personal and Social 
Capability Learning 

continuum 

Ethical 
Understanding 

Learning Continuum 

Critical and Creative 
thinking learning 

continuum 

Information and 
Communication 

Technology 
capabilities 

Literacy 

Tuning in 
• Provide students 

with opportunities to 
become engaged 
with the topic 

• Ascertain the 
students’ initial 
curiosity about the 
topic 

• Allow students their 
personal experience 
of the topic 

 

 
 

Critique generalized 
statements about 
ethical concepts 
(Week 1 and 2) 

Pose questions to 
critically analyse 
complex information 
and ideas drawn 
from a range of 
sources 
(Week 3, Lesson 2)  

 Use pair, group 
and class 
discussions and 
formal and informal 
debates as learning 
tools to explore 
ideas, compare 
solutions, evaluate 
information and 
ideas, refine 
opinions 
(Week 1, Lesson 
1) 

There are only a few elements of the 
Learning Continuums that correlate to 
this aspect of the TELSTAR 
document.   
 
It’s interesting that there aren’t more 
Learning Continuum aspects that are 
embedded in this phase that are 
relevant to inquiry learning or to 
philosophy as this is particularly crucial 
to student engagement.  

Preparing to find 
out 

• Establish what the 
students already 
know about the topic 

• Provide the students 
with a focus for the 
forthcoming 
experience 

• Help in the planning 
of further experience 
and activities 

 

Establish personal 
priorities, manage 
resources effectively 
and demonstrate 
initiative to achieve 
personal goals and 
learning outcomes 
(Week 4, Lesson 1) 

 Clarify complex 
information and 
ideas drawn from a 
range of sources  
(Week 2 and 3)  

Select and use a 
range of ICT 
independently and 
collaboratively, 
analyse information 
to frame questions 
and plan search 
strategies or data 
generation  
(Week 2 – inquiry 1 
and Weeks 4-6 – 
summative inquiry) 

  Most of these aspects of the Learning 
Continuum can be repeated in the 
research phases of Finding Out and 
Going further.  
 
However, the ICT and Critical and 
Creative Thinking skills are ones that 
students need to be exposed to in this 
phase in order to make them more 
successful in later inquiries. Although 
this can be mapped to the syllabus, 
efforts need to be made to make sure 
that students feel confident in these 
skills as they are critical to their 
success. 
 
Recommendation – Create a section 
(or sections) within the unit where 
students can create their own 
timetable to make sure they keep on 
top of their inquiry progress.  

Formulate plans for 
effective 
communication 
(verbal, nonverbal, 
digital) to complete 
complex tasks  
(Week 2, Lesson 2 
and 3) 



 

 

Finding Out  
• Further stimulate the 

students’ curiosity 
• Provide new 

information which 
may answer some of 
the student’s earlier 
questions 

• Raise other 
questions for 
students to explore 
in the future 

• Challenge the 
students’ knowledge, 
beliefs and values 

• Help students to 
make sense of 
further activities and 
experiences which 
have been planned 
for them 

Evaluate, rethink and 
refine approaches to 
tasks to take account 
of unexpected or 
difficult situations and 
safety considerations 
(Implicit in inquiry 
processes but could 
be more embedded) 

Distinguish between 
the ethical and non-
ethical dimensions 
of complex issues 
 
(Week 3, Lesson 2) 

Balance rational and 
irrational 
components of a 
complex or 
ambiguous problem 
to evaluate 
evidence (Week 3, 
Lesson 2)   
 

Used advanced 
search tools and 
techniques or 
simulations and 
digital models to 
locate or generate 
precise data and 
information that 
supports the 
development of new 
understandings  

Navigate, read and 
view a wide range 
of more demanding 
subject-specific 
texts with an 
extensive range of 
graphic 
representations 
(Part of school-
wide literacy 
program) 

While some of the Learning 
Continuum objectives linked to in this 
phase are covered in the current unit 
the skills that are not explicitly 
expressed need to be covered in more 
detail so that students can access and 
engage with the curriculum.  
 
The literacy continuum element is 
covered by school specific guidelines 
about spelling and close readings that 
are not outlined in the unit plan. 
 
Recommendation: Students need to 
be explicitly supported with ICT re-
search skills – Embed in Week 4 
Lesson 1  
 
Need to embed lesson for students to 
crowd-source ideas for issues that 
they are having in their research.  

Clarify complex 
information and 
ideas drawn from a 
range of sources 
(Week 3)  

Going Further 
• Extend and 

challenge students’ 
understanding about 
the topic 

• Provide more 
information in order 
to broaden the range 
of understandings 
available to the 
students 

 

Plan, implement and 
evaluate ways of 
contributing to civil 
society at local, 
national, regional and 
global levels 
 
 

Evaluate diverse 
perceptions and 
ethical bases of 
action in complex 
contexts  
(Week 1, Lesson 3) 

Use logical and 
abstract thinking to 
analyse and 
synthesise complex 
information to inform 
a course of action 
(implicitly done 
due to previous 
unit content) 

Develop and use 
criteria 
systematically to 
evaluate the quality, 
suitability and 
credibility of located 
data, or information  
and sources 

Interpret and 
evaluate 
information within 
and between texts, 
comparing and 
contrasting 
information using 
comprehension 
strategies  
(Week 3 lesson 2) 

 Using criteria to evaluate the quality of 
sources as outlined in the ICT 
Continuum is not something that is 
important to Philosophy when it comes 
to assessment. This means that 
currently students are not supported in 
their research when it comes to 
distinguishing good, reliable sources 
from those that are not.  
 
While some students may cover this in 
history, this cannot be guaranteed.  
 
Recommendation:  
Create or use a source analysis tool 
that fits within the Philosophy frame 
work that still allows students to 
evaluate sources of information 

 Analyse reasoning 
used in finding and 
applying solutions, 
and in choice of 
resources  
 
(Implicit in major 
inquiry)  

Select and use a 
range of ICT tools 
efficiently and safely 
to share and 
exchange 
information, and to 
collaboratively and 
purposefully 
construct knowledge 



 

 

Making 
Connection 

• Help students draw 
conclusions about 
what they have 
learnt 

• Provide opportunities 
for reflection both on 
what has been learnt 
and on the learning 
process itself 

Reflect critically on 
their emotional 
responses to 
challenging situations 
in a wide range of 
learning, social and 
work-related contexts 
(Link to Evaluative 
GeSTE Window) 
 
 
 
 
Reflect on feedback 
from peers, teachers 
and other adults to 
analyse personal 
characteristics and 
skill sets that 
contribute to or limit 
their personal and 
social capability   

Use reasoning skills 
to prioritize the 
relative merits of 
points of view about 
complex ethical 
dilemmas  
(Implicitly 
undertaken during 
the subject using 
skills from the 
previous term) 

Give reasons to 
support their 
thinking, and 
address opposing 
viewpoints and 
possible 
weaknesses in their 
own positions 
(Addressed in 
original 
assessment task)  

  While Philosophy requires students to 
support their thinking and critique their 
own arguments as well as the 
arguments of others, it rarely asks 
students to reflect on their emotional 
response. Hopefully this can be 
addressed in the reflection lesson 
(Week 7, Lesson 1) of the new unit.  
 
This lesson will also allow students to 
reflect on their assessment and 
achievements through the school 
mandated PLPs (Personalized 
Learning Plans)  
 
 
Recommendation: Add a lesson to 
the unit to allow students time to 
reflect on the inquiry process.  

evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
ideas, produces and 
performances and 
implement courses 
of action to achieve 
desired outcomes 
against criteria they 
have identified 

Taking Action 
• Assist students to 

make links between 
their understanding 
and their experience 
in the real world 

• Enable students to 
make choices and 
develop the belief 
that they can be 
effective participants 
in society 

• Provide further 
insight into students’ 
understanding for 
future unit planning 

 

Propose, implement 
and monitor 
strategies to address 
needs prioritized at 
local, national, 
regional and global 
levels, and 
communicate these 
widely 

Analyse the 
objectivity or 
subjectivity behind 
decision making 
where there are 
many possible 
consequences  

Assess risks and 
explain 
contingencies, 
taking account of a 
range of 
perspectives, when 
seeking solutions 
and putting complex 
ideas into actions  
 
  

 Plan, research, 
rehearse and 
deliver 
presentations on 
more complex 
issues and learning 
area 
topics…creatively 
to present ideas 
and information 
and support 
opinions and 
engage and 
persuade an 
audience 
(Weeks 4-6  - 
Summative 
inquiry) 

Currently this phase and most of these 
aspects of the Learning Continuum are 
not covered by the unit plan.  
 
In the new proposed assessment 
piece students will be encouraged to 
be an active member of change in 
their community on their chosen issue 
which should allow them to engage 
with these aspects of the Learning 
Continuum.  Assess their 

strengths and 
challenges and 
devise personally 
appropriate strategies 
to achieve further 
success 



 

 

 


